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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 



Anthropology — Psychology — Medico- Legal 
Modification of the Marston Deception Test. — Since I wrote the article 
that appeared in this Journal XII, 3, 390 ff., 1 Professor H. S. Langfeld and 
\V. M. Marston have made a test studying deception by the association word 
and time reaction as well as by the blood pressure method. 2 Langfeld empha- 
sized the importance of the reaction time and mean variation, the time being 
longer in the case of the guilty. In addition, a rise of twenty-four mm. of 
mercury was noted in the guilty as contrasted with seven mm. in the control. 
Marston states that a typical lying curve shows a gradual rise in pressure 
(luring lying, with a fall in the post-lying period. Langfeld assumes that the 
resultant rise in pressure following deception is due to a suppression. He cites 
the case of a control who had lied about insignificant matters, but since there 
was no suppression there was no effect on the blood pressure. Langfeld cor- 
roborates our observants by refuting the criticism that a nervous witness under 
tension will show the same physical manifestations of guilt. In many of our 
cases where the controls were obviously very nervous and excited, the symptoms 
soon wore off, and even if they had not, they could be easily recognized and 
controlled. 

As far as the association technique is concerned, all that is of value is made 
use of in our deception text. The reaction time can be obtained on the record 
by some automatic signaling device, or by a signal magnet, which the experi- 
menter operates and by which a record is made of the interval between the 
stimulus word or question and the answer. This we have done and have found 
it to vary according to the amount of the suppression. However, we do not 
emphasize this reaction time, but merely consider it along with the other factors 
studied. 

One of the advantages of the present method of. testing over the associa- 
tion method is that the results are obtained regardless of the response of the 
subject. Thus the effect of the test word, question, or object can be recorded 
graphically on the drums. 

If, as has been the case in some psychoneurotics, we wish to search for 
buried complexes, much light may be thrown on them by the visible appearance 
of emotional disturbances. Thus, Boris Sidis utilizes the pneumograph alone in 
differentiating the chief elements in the case of dual personality. The cardiac 
changes as produced by the emotions are even more characteristic and striking. 
A word of caution is necessary for Marston's adherents who base the de- 
ception syndrome upon a rise in the blood pressure curve during the lying 
period. It is at once apparent that the psychophysiological response will depend 
upon the individual temperament of the subject. Thus there may be emotional 
disturbances, and yet, owing to the idiosyncrasies of the individual, there may 
be no rise in blood pressure. Thus, the blood pressure of some psychopaths 
may remain unchanged, save for respiratory fluctuations. In one case tested, 
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an individual tainted with dementia precox, there was no rise in the blood 
pressure during a period of lying, although we knew that this person was 
guilty. Again, we may be dealing with the type of individual in whom there 
is a maximum rise the moment that he realizes that he is to be submitted to a 
test, and in one case, that of a boy of eighteen, the initial pressure was one 
hundred fifty mm. and there was no appreciable deviation from this level. 
However, marked irregularities were discernable in the heart beats. These 
ranged from a partial vagal block (momentarily) to a sort of summative effect 
in the curve. (Tycos measurements were taken every minute.) 

On the other hand, there is the possibility of a psychopathic taint which 
may interfere with the eliciting of any emotional complex. Thus a syphilitic, 
who had been diagnosed as a case of dementia precox and had received institu- 
tional care, evinced nothing but amusement during a cross-examination. 

Records are being taken from the inmates of penal institutions and those 
for the insane. Also many healthy individuals will be studied with reference 
to the fundamental emotions. Perhaps the perusal of five or ten thousand 
records will give us some real insight into human behavior. — John A. Larson, 
Ph. D., Police Department, Berkeley, Cal. 

The Treatment of Drug Addiction at the Correctional Hospitals in 
New York City. — There has been so much discussion concerning the treat- 
ment by correctional institutions of drug addiction, and such false impressions 
obtained, not only by the public in general, but also by interested social workers 
who should be better informed, that a comprehensive resume should be made of 
every phase of drug addiction, and the treatment administered by the Depart- 
ment of Correction of New York City. 

It should be understood, in the beginning, there is no such thing as a 
"cure," as the term is generally interpreted by the laity. After treatment the 
patient is able to live without the drug, there is no physical need for it, but 
nothing will blot out the memory of the exhilarating effect of the first few 
"shots." 

The best treatment then is the one which takes the addict off the drug with 
as little suffering as possible, restores his physical being, rehabilitates him, and 
assists him to withstand the temptation, which continues for a long time after 
the treatment is completed. 

Drug addiction has progressed with such rapid strides that it has become 
an international problem. Concerted action is therefore necessary by all mu- 
nicipalities, and a standard, economic method of treatment should be adopted. 
In formulating such, several important factors should be borne in mind, namely : 

Safety 

Humanity 

Results 

Economy. 
There is no mystery about drug addiction or its treatment, and it is the 
purpose of this article to explain to the public in general how drug addiction 
can be handled by municipal authorities, guided by any intelligent physician, at 
a minimum expense. 

In order to obtain a clear- idea of the treatment of drug addiction, it will be 
necessary, first of all, to give you the effects of opium or its derivatives on the 



